
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER 
Gooden Drive, Baulkham Hills, Telephone: (02) 9624 3133  Facsimile: (02) 9838 8407) 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
Student Success 
Congratulations to all of our students who were rewarded for their 
effort and achievement at our Recognition Assemblies and 
Presentation Evening. The array of talented students at Model 
Farms is extensive and it was wonderful to see parents, 
grandparents, friends and family sharing the successes of our 
students on these occasions. 
 
Planning for 2020 
Our work towards a smooth transition into the 2020 school year is 
well underway. The timetabling process takes approximately a 
term to complete as it is a complex task assigning students into 
classes, teachers into rooms whilst ensuring curriculum offerings 
and timings are appropriate and supportive to maximise learning 
opportunities. I am pleased to inform you that we are now at the 
point of a fully functional timetable for the New Year.  
The building work on our basketball courts and covered area is 
progressing well. We look forward to utilising this space early in 
2020. 
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Skin Cancer Awareness 
As we move into the summer months, I would like to take this opportunity to 
remind everyone of the need to be sun safe whilst at school and outside 
during the vacation period. Australians of all ages are urged to use the five 
forms of sun protection. These are to: 
• slip on sun-protective clothing 
• slop on SPF30 (or higher) broad-spectrum, water-resistant sunscreen 
• slap on a broad-brimmed hat 
• seek shade 
• slide on sunglasses. 

A combination of these measures, along with getting to know your skin and 
regularly checking for any changes, are the keys to reducing your skin cancer 
risk. Further information is available through the link here. 
 
Thank you 
I would like to particularly thank the wonderful contributions of both the 
School Council and P and C, led by both Nick Akon and Belinda Schuster.  It 
has been a very enjoyable year at “the Farms”, seeing so many of our 
students thrive and achieve their personal best. Belinda and Nick have been 
wonderful advocates of the students, the school and the community as a 
whole and I thank them for the contributions they have made throughout the 
year.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our community for supporting 
the school in 2019. We do appreciate your assistance, and the opportunity to 
work together to provide a high quality education and experiences for your 
child. A school can never achieve its best without the support of its families 
and the wider community. 
 
Model Farms High School is so fortunate to have the students, staff, parents 
and community that we do. Every generation that comes through our school 
seem to find a way to raise the bar even higher. For this reason, it has been 
an absolute pleasure to be at the helm of such a magnificent school. 
 
I would like to wish students, staff and parents a very merry Christmas and a 
relaxing and safe holiday and look forward to working with all of you again in 
2020.  
 
Best wishes 
 
Mark Grady 
Principal  

https://www.cancer.org.au/preventing-cancer/sun-protection/campaigns-and-events/national-skin-cancer-action-week.html
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FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL – MS PLEDGER 
 
Year 7 Orientation 
Over 200 Year 6 students joined us for Orientation Day. The day proved to 
be a terrific day for all, as they explored the school, met their Peer Support 
Leaders for the first time and finished their visit with a sausage sizzle. Many 
parents reported that their children were a little nervous in the morning but 
were all much more confident and happier by the afternoon. 
 
A big thank you to the Year 10 Peer Support Leaders who, under the 
leadership of Ms Hoy, spent a lot of time to ensuring the delivery of a high 
quality product that engaged all the students on the day. The Peer Support 
Program not only allows our new members of the Model Farms community to 
get to know some friendly faces, but it allows our students to build their 
leadership abilities. It is amazing how some of our quiet and unassuming 
students are able to shine during these programs. 
 
I would also like to thank the 2020 Year 7 Year Adviser, Ms Papas, for her 
organisation of a fantastic day. We are looking forward to getting to know 
our new Year 7 students in 2020. 
 
2020 Return to School 
Years 7 and 12 – Return on Wednesday 29th January 
On this day Year 7 and 12 will be provided with a sausage sandwich for 
lunch. As Year 12 no longer participate in sport they will be allowed to go 
home at the beginning of sport. 
 
On Wednesday afternoon Year 7 will be participating in sport activities. They 
are to wear their sports uniform to school.  
 
Year 11– Return on Thursday 30th January.  
Years 8, 9 and 10 – Return on Friday 31st January 
 
Uniform Reminder for 2020 
The P&C and the wider Model Farms community strongly support the wearing 
of the school uniform. Before parents purchase any uniform items I urge 
parents to use the uniform shop to ensure that the purchased items will 
definitely be approved by the school. The Department of Education has very 
clear guidelines on what is appropriate footwear. To help parents avoid any 
confusion I have included images of what is approved footwear in this 
newsletter. Also to further help parents, information about uniform and 
footwear is also available on the school website. To avoid students getting 
into unnecessary trouble next year please support the school when 
purchasing uniform for 2020. I thank you all in advance for your support.  
The most common items that our students wear that are NOT uniform are: 
• Undershirts 
• Black socks – only white socks are allowed on any school day 
• Non-leather shoes on both boys and girls 
• Black shorts on sports days 
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Sometimes our young people tell their parents that, “It doesn’t matter” or 
“That everyone is wearing these.” It does matter and most students do not 
breach the uniform requirements. Please support us in maintaining our 
positive public image and strong school spirit that wearing correct uniform 
engenders. Your cooperation in this important matter will be appreciated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
The Uniform Shop Opening hours: 
• The  Last  Day  of  Trading  for  2019  is  FRIDAY,  6  DECEMBER 
• Open on SATURDAY 11, JANUARY 2020 from 9.00 am – 1.00 pm 
• Uniform Shop will NOT be open on the first days of school 2020 
• Uniform Shop RE-OPENS - Friday 31 January 2020 
• All uniform requirements MUST be purchased prior to school starting  

 
I would like to take this opportunity, again, to thank all the staff at Model 
Farms High for all their hard work over this very busy year. I would also like 
to wish everyone in the Model Farms community a Happy and safe 
Christmas. 
 
Jennifer Pledger 
Deputy Principal 
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FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL – MS KENNON 
 

As we approach the end of the year, it is time to reflect on the year that was. 
 
Year 7  
Congratulations on the completion of your first year of high school. For some 
students it has been a challenging year, developing new friendships and 
settling in to new routines. For others it has been a year of new and exciting 
ventures. For all students, however it has been a year of growth and I have 
enjoyed witnessing the many successes of the students throughout the year 
across all areas of school life.  
 
Year 9 
Year 9 students have had a great year; studying their elective choices for the 
first time. The majority of students have settled in well with their choices and 
have made excellent progress. Year 9 is often a ‘middle’ year; getting used 
to a new pattern of study, changing class groups for each subject and 
making new friends. Next year in Year 10, students will need to consolidate 
their study habits and work towards the achievement of their ROSA. I am 
also pleased to report that the Year 9 camp was a great success. By all 
reports the students had a wonderful time and the weather was perfect! 
Thank you to Ms Owen for all her hard work in organising the camp and to all 
the teachers who gave up their time to attend. 
 
Year 11 
Well done on the completion of your preliminary studies. Students have now 
commenced their HSC course and the assessments have started. Remember 
the key to success is being organised. Listen to the feedback from your 
teachers, reflect on the efforts you made throughout the year, set your goals 
high and develop a realistic plan to achieve them.  
 
Recognition assembly  
Last week,  we celebrated and rewarded the successes of our students at our 
Recognition Assembly. Students were acknowledged for their achievements 
academically, on the sporting field and citizenship. It was wonderful to see so 
many parents joining us in this celebration. Masters of Ceremony Callum 
Brown, Year 7 and Alyssa Westwood from Year 9 did an outstanding job and 
we also witnessed some exceptional musical talent from Maddy Lennox, Aly 
Price and Jessy Hotait from Year 7 and Linsay Park and Daniel Kwuen from 
Year 9. Thank you to the Year Advisers Ms Battistella and Mrs Owen for your 
hard work and commitment to Years 7 and 9 and the great organisation of 
today’s event. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a 
safe and relaxing holiday. I look forward to working together to make 2020 
an enjoyable and successful year. 
 
 
 
Enjoy the remainder of the term, 
 
Mrs K Kennon 
Deputy Principal 
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                       2020 
                     TERM 1 
 

 
WEEK 1 
Tuesday 28th January  STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY 
Wednesday 29th January Yrs 7 and 12 return 
Thursday 30th January  Yr 11 returns 
Friday 31st January  Yrs 8, 9 and 10 return  

Uniform Shop – First day of trading for 2020 
 
 
 
 

 
WEEK 2 
Monday 3rd February  --- 
Tuesday 4th February  --- 
Wednesday 5th February --- 
Thursday 6th February  Yr 7 Elevate Session “Kick Start” 
Friday 7th February  --- 
 
 
 
 
 
WEEK 3 
Monday 10th February  Yr 7 Best Start 
     Yr 10 Drama OnStage 7:00pm 
Tuesday 11th February  Yr 7 Best Start 
     School Swimming Carnival 
Wednesday 12th February Yr 7 Best Start 
Thursday 13th February Yr 7 Best Start 
     Yr 7 Big Fish Little Fish periods 5 and 6 
Friday 14th February  Yr 7 Best Start 
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FROM CREATIVE AND PERFORMING ARTS FACULTY 
 
DANCE 
Thank you to the awesome Year 7 students who performed at our Year 6 
Orientation Day Assembly: Natasha V, Sophie W, Jessie H, Mollie R, Terry E 
and Annabelle H. Well done girls and I hope to see you back next year in our 
Year 8 Dance Group. 
 
Looking forward to 2020, we will be running extracurricular dance groups for 
our Year 7 and Year 8 students. This will be every Wednesday afternoon at 
the conclusion of Sport from 2:40-3:40 and are led by our capable Dance 
Leadership Team. Participation is free and the students are given 
performance opportunities such as FAME, formal assemblies and Year 6 
Orientation Day. More information will be given to students early next year. 
 
The Model Farms Dance Ensemble will also run next year across several 
lunches each week. I was impressed by the level of talent and skill I 
observed during the audition process and would like to congratulate the 
following successful students: Natalia B, Mollie R, Chelsea K, Elyssa C, Chloe 
R, Annika N, Ilana S, Lizzy D, Maddie K, Charlotte K, Annabel B, Maddie W, 
Zara P, Amy B, Chelsea C and Katherine D. 
 
I have been overwhelmed with interest from our mature dance students 
wishing to be involved in Dance Leadership. They are fabulous mentors for 
our younger students and throw themselves at opportunities to work with our 
Support students. It is a joy to have this experience, generosity and 
inclusivity amongst the student body here at The Farms. 
 
A useful website and FB page for parents of dancers: 
https://www.artsunit.nsw.edu.au/dance   
 
 

 
Enjoy your Christmas break and Dancers …. keep moving! 

 
 
 
 

 
  

FR
O

M
 C

RE
AT

IV
E 

AN
D 

PE
RF

O
RM

IN
G 

AR
TS

 

HO
M

E 
EC

 

FR
O

M
 T

HE
 C

RE
AT

IV
E 

AN
D 

PE
RF

O
RM

IN
G 

AR
TS

 F
AC

U
LT

Y 

https://www.artsunit.nsw.edu.au/dance


 
 

8 

FROM THE MATHEMATICS FACULTY 
 

Congratulations to the following Maths merit recipients: 
Year 7  -  Victoria H, Jack W 
 
We have almost reached the end of another busy year.  Students are 
reminded that the work they are currently doing in their Mathematics classes 
is important preparation for their studies in 2020.   
 
Buying Textbooks for 2020 
 All years will need to buy their own Mathematics textbooks for 2020. 
Students will soon receive their Five Senses note with instructions of how to 
purchase their Mathematics textbooks for next year. 
 Year 6 into Year 7 students have received instructions in their 
information pack. 

‘Textbook Round-Up’ for School Issued Textbooks 
In the last few weeks of school we need to collect all of the textbooks that we 
have issued during the year for Years 9 and 10, 2019.  Please look around 
your home to see if you have any Model Farms Mathematics textbooks and 
return them this week.  If your student has not returned the textbook that 
was allocated to them this year, you will be asked to pay for its replacement. 
 
Ideas for Christmas Stocking Fillers: 
School stationery and equipment can make really practical stocking fillers.  
Examples are:  good quality geometry sets (can cost up to $18 at Big W, 
Office Works or at newsagents), or items as simple as pens and pencils, 
rulers, textas and colouring pencils.   
 
Calculators: 
Please make sure that all students have their own calculator.  The Casio fx-
82AU PLUS II is sold at the uniform shop for $35.  Students need this 
calculator from Year 7.  It is vital for their progress that students are familiar 
with their calculator and know how to use the different functions.   
 
Fun with Maths at Christmas 
We would like to wish all of our students and their families happy and safe 
school holidays.  Don’t forget to look for the mathematics in the ‘real world’ 
situations that you are engaging in as a family at this time:   
 Travel times, petrol usage and distances for trips in the car.   
 Time differences if you are travelling across time zones.   
 Estimating how much wrapping paper that you will need to wrap 

different sized presents (and how much sticky tape you will need!).   
 Calculating how much your Christmas cards and parcels will cost to 

post. 
 When cooking with your family, remember to engage them in 

measuring, estimating, capacity and volume.  Also scheduling of 
cooking so that everything is ready to serve at the same time. 

 
Wishing you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from  
Mr M Dawson 
and the Maths Faculty Staff 
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FROM THE WELFARE FACULTY 
 
Rock and Water 
 
During Term 4, 13 Year 8 boys were part of Rock and Water – a program 
that focuses on anti-bullying strategies, self control and self discipline. The 
program was run by Mrs Simone Brown, one of our school chaplains, and 
assisted by Mr Colefax (Assistant Year 8 Advisor) and Mrs Gab Martin (school 
chaplain). 
 
The boys were instructed in techniques to deal with conflict, both physical 
and non-physical, with the goal of ensuring that they were in control of their 
own actions. 
 
On Monday 9th December, in the final session, Mr Grady presented the boys 
with Certificates of Excellence and Certificates of Participation for completing 
the program. 
 
The boys involved in the program were: 
 
Joshua A   Samir A 
Ethan C   Nathan D 
Jack G   Ben G 
Neel K   Ben P 
Cooper S   Dylan V 
Jayden W   Xander W 
Mitchell Z 
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FROM THE SCIENCE AND AGRICULTURE FACULTY 
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Our Gifted and Talented 
Year 8s at WSU  
On the 3rd of December, 30 of 
our talented year 8 students 
attended Western Sydney 
University. Students were 
able to complete 13 different 
experiments and 
demonstrations in three 
exciting labs sessions. The 
day was enjoyed by all our 
budding scientists! 

 
 

Year 8 Incursions a Case 
of Identity 
On the 5th of December year 
8 students engaged in a 
hands-on science incursion. 
Students acted as forensic 
scientists to examine and 
analyse crucial pieces of 
evidence from the scene of 
the crime. Acting as a 
detective, students use their 
critical and creative thinking 
skills to piece together the 
story of what happened to 
the missing girl.  
 
The case explored the 
importance of cyber safety 
with social networks, the 
danger of drink spiking and 
the consequences of taking 
risks. 

 
 

FR
O

M
 T

HE
 S

CI
EN

CE
 A

N
D 

AG
RI

CU
LT

U
RE

 F
AC

U
LT

Y 



 
 

12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spectacular Science 
On Wednesday 20th of November Year 7 students went on the Spectacular 
Science excursion at Sydney University. 
 
Students learnt about microbats, played with liquid nitrogen, made slime, 
watched cool chemical reactions and searched for bugs under the 
microscope. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a safe and great Holiday!!!! 

From the Agriculture and Science Faculty. 

 

Students enjoying the incursion Case of Identity 

Students being 
informed all about bees 
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FROM THE PDHPE FACULTY 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Cameron M of Year 11. He 
competed at the Australian All Schools Athletic 
Championships, winning a Silver Medal in the U18 
Para Discus. He also competed at Long Jump and Shot 
Put. Another outstanding achievement from Cameron 
this year was winning the Gold Medal in the Alpine 
Event at the Disabled Winter Sports SSA Interschool 
Snowsport Championships. 
Well done! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS also to Vanessa A of 
Year 8 who placed 2nd in High Jump at the 
Australian All Schools Athletic Championships 
in Perth. She accomplished a new PB of 1.69 
metres! 
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Josh H of Year 7 has recently achieved fantastic 
results in the National All Styles Martial Arts - 
NSW Tournament 

 
12-13 Years Forms (Kata) 
Gold - State Champion 

  
National All Styles Martial Arts - National 
Tournament 
Competing against competitors from across 
Australia 

 
12-13 Years Forms (Kata) 
Bronze 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Summer Grade Sport Finals 
Congratulations to all students who have participated in Grade Sport this 
term. We have had a very successful summer season with 14 out of a 
possible 18 teams competing in the final events. Once again, Model Farms 
has dominated in The Hills competition and we are exceptionally proud of our 
sports people. 
 
Weekly House Sport Competition 
2019 was the inception of our new House Sport Competition. We are pleased 
to announce the overall winning House is PEEL. Congratulations on all Peel 
students whose enthusiastic participation and skill has awarded them this 
number one place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keep up to date with Sport: 
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UNIFORM   SHOP 
 

Trading Days and Hours 
Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday 

8.10 am   until   9.00 am 
 

Payment  Options 
Cash    -   Eftpos  -  Visa  -  Mastercard  -  Qkr 

 
~~~~~~~~~~. 

 

UNIFORM SHOP 
 

INFORMATION 
 
 
 

The Uniform Shop is run by the P&C Association and therefore separate from the 
school.  All payments in relation to uniforms, book packs and any uniform related 

matters are required to be made directly to the Uniform Shop, NOT the school office. 
 

Payments using the Parent Online Payment (POP) service are NOT permitted and 
CANNOT be used for Uniform Shop purchases at any time. 

 
If you wish to pay on-line please register and use the QKR application. 

Students will still need to collect items from the Uniform Shop. 
 
 

The Uniform Shop is conveniently open so that Students can try on and purchase 
their requirements themselves. It is important to note that our uniform items are not 

standard sizes and need to be tried on. 
 Please note that phone orders are not accepted. 

 
 

The Uniform Shop is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings from 8.10 until 
9.00 am.  The accepted forms of payment are cash and eftpos transactions and on-line 

via the QKR app. 
 
 

If your child is running late and needs items relative to the Uniform Shop please 
advise them to still come to the shop. 

There are measures in place to deal with this situation and they will not be marked 
as late or absent. 

 
Thank You 

PD
HP
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MODEL  FARMS  HIGH  SCHOOL 
UNIFORM  PRICE  LIST 

 
TRADING DAYS  and  HOURS 

Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday 
8.10 am   until   9.00 am 

 
PAYMENT  OPTIONS 

Cash   -   Eftpos  -   Visa   -   Mastercard 
 

ITEM PRICE 
BOYS  

Shirt  -  Blue (Junior) / White (Senior) $35 
Shorts – Grey  $35 
Long Trousers - Grey $45 
  

GIRLS  

Blouse  –  Blue (Junior – Old Style) Limited $25 
Blouse  -  Blue  (Junior – New Style) $40 
Blouse   -  White (Senior) $40 
Skirt  –  Check (Junior) / Grey (Senior) $65 
Long Pants $40 
  

JUMPERS  

Fleecy $45 
Wool   -   (Australian Wool) $85 
  

SPORT  

Top $40 
Shorts $35 
  

TRACKSUIT  (By  Order  
Only) 

 

Jacket Only $75 
Pants Only $50 
Complete Set $120 
  

MISCELLANEOUS  

Apron $15 
Calculator $35 
Tie  –  Junior / Senior $20 
Blazer $200 
Exercise Books – ie. maths, music, normal $various 

 
2018/2019 - Prices subject to change without notice – includes 10% GST 
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SPORT BUS PASSES CAN NOT BE PURCHASED ON WEDNESDAYS 
 

 
Please indicate preferred pass: 
 

• A 5 trip pass for $37.50  No. of passes ______ Total $________ 
 

• A 10 trip pass for $75.00  No. of passes  ______ Total  $________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name of Student/s _______________________________________Year/s____________ 
 

 
Payment by: CASH        CHEQUE 
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CHANGE OF CONTACT INFORMATION 
MODEL FARMS HIGH SCHOOL 

 

Name of Student: ___________________________________  Year __________  

New Address: ________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________  Postcode: _____  

Correspondence: _____________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________  Postcode: ______  

Email Address: _______________________________________________________  

New Home Phone No. _________________________________________________  

Mother Mobile: _______________________________________________________  

Mother Work: ________________________________________________________  

Father Mobile: ________________________________________________________  

Father Work __________________________________________________________  

Emergency Contact if changed: _________________________________________  

Phone No. ___________________________________________  

Any change in Medical Condition e.g. Allergy, Asthma etc.  

Details ______________________________________________________________  

Bus Pass:   YES / NO 
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