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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE… 
Student Successes 
Brentin Azzopardi was selected recently to represent NSW in Quebec Canada to play in the 53rd 
Annual Pee Wee Ice Hockey Tournament. Brentin had a terrific time learning not only about 
playing better hockey, but also meeting & making new friends from around the world.  He played a 
total of 10 games against teams from Canada, Finland, France and Italy. Brentin played mainly in 
the Pepsi Coliseum in front of 15,000 fans and while his team didn’t win the tournament he has 
grown as an individual from the experience. Brentin is now planning to try out for the Australian Ice 
Crocs Team that will go to British Columbia in 2013. We wish him well. 

      
 
Here at Model Farms High School, we have numerous students studying various subjects via 
distance education. These students are responsible for a great deal of their own learning and 
require discipline, self-motivation and most of all, a high level of organisation to successfully 
complete their studies. In 2011, many of our students thrived under these conditions and achieved 
some outstanding results. Congratulations to the following distance education students for their 
outstanding efforts in 2011: 

• Monique Uytterhoeven-Spark who achieved an ‘A’ in Year 9 Japanese (85%) 

• Lauren Brokenbrough who achieved an ‘A’ in Year 9 Japanese (96%) and received a 

certificate for Outstanding Achievement in the course. 

• Jackson Simiana who achieved a report of Outstanding Achievement in Earth & 

Environmental Science. 

• Madeline McGinty who achieved a report of Outstanding Achievement in Earth & 

Environmental Science. 

mailto:modelfarms-h.schools@det.nsw.edu.au
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE (Cont.)… 
 
Year 11 Information Evening 
"Getting the most out of senior school" - wish I knew this stuff when my kids were doing HSC 
Megan Booth is an ex- student of MFHS, a teacher and a positive psychologist. She has been 
giving these presentations for a number of years and her advice was realistic and practical.  
 
She began by telling us that we all have the resilience, strengths and capacities to achieve in life 
but perhaps sometimes we don't recognise this. To prove this point she asked us to think about a 
time when we had been challenged and what we did to get through that challenge. Parents in the 
audience said what helped them through were things like family friends; gaining knowledge - 
learning more about the situation; find own inner strengths. One student said having good 
instructions helped them while another said her pet and seeking comfort from friends helped her.  
Megan told us that the HSC is just another challenge - a rite of passage that was no different from 
any other challenge and that while we already had strengths to get through it we needed to be 
aware of the potholes in the path ahead. In senior school things change - relationships, 
adolescence, commitments, and students and parents should learn from cyclist Lance Armstrong 
who, when asked how he got through his challenging races said "Learn to love the hills"!  
 
We all need a little bit of stress to get us motivated but too much becomes distress. Too much 
stress in students inhibits their ability to learn and we all need to do what we can to ensure it does 
not get out of hand for them. Knowing what is happening to us in times of distress can help us deal 
with it. Megan's advice about how to de- stress revolved around our ability to rationalise the things 
that cause us stress - get rid of the unnecessary - or top up on strategies that help us cope.  
Her presentation will soon be available on our website and please have a look at all the specific 
strategies she suggests that would be very useful for every parent and student to have in the back 
of their minds in the months ahead.  
 
Year 7 Camp 
Our year 7 students went off to Narrabeen last week for their camp and they did indeed make new 
friends, and came back more connected with the MFHS school community and to have some fun 
in the process. They got fully involved in the fantastic activities that challenged them, allowed them 
to take calculated risks and helped them find some inner strength. They certainly understand the 
benefits of teamwork and working with others. Our Year 11 Peer Support Leaders did a fantastic 
job at supporting Year 7 and their skills have been further developed as a result. 
Congratulations to all for a brilliant experience.  
 
Parent Teacher Evening 
Our Year 7 and 12 evening is being held on Tuesday night and I invite all parents to come and 
speak to the teachers so that we can all have a better understanding of their needs. Sharing 
information about your student is an important part of our partnership in their education.  
 
Year 12 parents can ask what they need to do to ensure that their student prepares well for the 
coming assessments, trials and eventual HSC exams. For Year 7, parents will have an opportunity 
to find out how well the teachers think their student has settled into high school and if there are 
any issues that have arisen in the first few weeks of the year.  I understand that Year 7 students 
may have had little time to see their teachers to get appointments made so I am encouraging all 
Year 7 parents to turn up and ask to speak to teachers even if an appointment has not been 
made. I look forward to seeing you there.  
 
Christina Bennet 
Principal 
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FROM THE DEPUTY… 
Year 7 Camp: this was a wonderful couple of days. The students had a great time and the 
opportunity to push themselves to the limit. Our peer support leaders did a great job working with 
the year 7s. A sincere thanks to the staff who gave if their time to make this very worthwhile event 
happen. 

International Women’s Day 2012:  March 8 is International Women's Day (IWD), a global event 
that celebrates the economic, political and social achievements of women past and present. This 
year the theme is: Connecting Girls, Inspiring Futures. For events around Australia including talks, 
exhibitions, concerts and fundraisers, go to: www.internationalwomensday.com. 
 
Give back to the community:  Volunteering can be a great way for your teen to discover more 
about interesting work or career options. Being a volunteer has lots of positive benefits. Research 
suggests that volunteering can improve health, lower stress, reduce social isolation and raise self 
esteem. Volunteering can also provide an opportunity for you to develop new skills or enhance 
existing ones and it looks great on your resume.  Anyone can be a volunteer and there are many 
different areas in which you can offer your time and expertise.  For more info: 
www.volunteering.nsw.gov.au  
 

 
 
Mark Anderson 
Deputy Principal 
 
 
 
 

    MERIT AWARDS 
 

Bronze 
Year 8 

Vivienne Wang x2 Reuben Widjaja 
Year 9 

Chloe Elbaz 
Silver 
Year 8 

Krystal-Lee Cutajar Andrew Siedlarz 
Reuben Widjaja  

Year 9 
Chloe Elbaz x2 

Gold 
Year 9 

Chloe Elbaz 
 

 
 

  

http://www.internationalwomensday.com/
http://www.volunteering.nsw.gov.au/
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TERM 1 CALENDAR 

    

 

From the faculty that counts!    

Congratulations to the following Maths merit 

recipients: 

Year 10 
Jack Vietze 

Year 11 

Hannah Cramb x 2, Maddison McCloskey 

 

This week’s news: 

Mathletics: 
Students in Years 7, 8, 9 & 10 should now be 

receiving their Mathletics usernames and 

passwords from their class teachers. Encourage 

your student to show you the website.  You can 

also encourage your student to compete with other 

students from all over the world online.  Thanks 

again to our P&C for their generous financial 

support of Mathletics in our school. 

Assessment Tasks: 

Year 11 have first major assessment task next 

week.   
Year 10 Assignment 1 (Trigonometry) is due on 

Monday 5
th

 March. 

Year 7 Assignment 1 (Famous Mathematicians) is 

due on Tuesday 13
th

 March. 

Good luck to all. 

World of Maths: 

Year 7 have their ‘World of Maths’ note.  This is 

an incursion where the students will be working 

“hands on” with mathematics. It’s a practical way 

to have fun and learn about the wonders on 

mathematics. Please remind your student to bring 

their payment and note to the front office by 9
th

 

March. 

Free After School Maths Tuition  

Free Maths tuition is provided by the Mathematics 

faculty every Thursday from 3pm to 4pm.  

Students from Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 can go to room 

8-07 and Years 11 and 12 to room 8-06.  It is fully 

supervised by the Mathematics Faculty.   
 

Calculators: 

Please make sure that all students have their own 

calculator.  The Casio fx-82AU is sold at the 

uniform shop for $35. Students need this calculator 

from Year 7.  It is vital for their progress that 

students are familiar with their calculator and 

know how to use the different functions.   

Fun with Maths 

If you have a sufficient supply of 5, 10, 20 and 50 

cent coins, how many different combinations of 

coins will give you a total of $1?  How many 

combinations will give you a total of $2?  (hint: it 

might help to write it up in a table). 
 

The answer from last week: 
Number of 

sides iced 

Number of 

Cubes: 

 27 64 125 

0 1 8 27 

1 6 24 54 

2 12 24 36 

3 8 8 8 

 
Have a Mathematical week, 
From Jackie Dalton and the 

Maths Faculty Staff 
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FROM THE ENGLISH AND DRAMA FACULTY . . .  

 
Congratulations to the following students whose hard work earned a Faculty Merit this 
week: 
Year 8 – Tim Teh, Emma Charlton, Olivia Beasley, Shrangi Agarwal 
Year 9 – Jack Walker 
Year 11 – Grace Scott 
Year 12 – Scott Frappell 
 

 
Year 12 English Studies are commended on their efforts in the 
independent research task on the Snowy Mountains Hydro Scheme. 
They are developing investigation skills which will result in a 
presentation. Looking forward to them! Ms Greer 

 
 
8EK – Are busy studying the novel ‘Wolf Brother’, debating complex 

questions such as ‘What is the truth?’ ‘Is there a single truth?’ ‘Can we always trust the first person 
narrator?’ and investigating the importance of understanding that characters are multidimensional. 
Tough questions for a first period on Tuesday mornings! Mr Keen 

 
DRAMA at the Farms 

WOW! What a week of Dramas at the Farms. Our Senior Drama students were fortunate enough 
to attend a production of ‘Babyteeth’ at Belvoir St Theatre this week. These students 
demonstrated exemplary theatre etiquette, seated front and centre. With laughter, tears and 
stunned expressions our Drama students thoroughly enjoyed the experience and proceeded to 
critique the performance long into the train ride home.   I am glad that our senior students have 
such a high appreciation of the theatre, and I look forward to our next expedition together!  
 
A Round of Applause 
On another note, congratulations to Cara Boljevac and Emma Charlton. These 
two young Drama students have been offered a place in the NSW State Junior 
Drama Ensemble for 2012. We look forward to big things from these talented girls. 
Well done! 
 

  

javascript:edit(129632)
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Asthma 
Attention all families with students who suffer from Asthma:  The Asthma Foundation has once 
again awarded Model Farms High School the status of an Asthma Friendly School.   
 
To ensure that our records are up to date could all families with students who experience Asthma 
complete the form below and return it the front office foyer (there will be a box outside Ms Ward’s 
office).   
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Vaccinations 2012 
Once again our school is participating in the NSW Adolescent Vaccination Program.  This involves 
a series of free school-based vaccination clinics that offer vaccines recommended for adolescents 
by the National Health and Medical Research Council. 
 
A letter and Parent Information Kit will be sent home soon to the families of Year 7 and Year 10 
students. 
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From LOTE  …       
 

Bijoux De France – January 2012 
What a wonderful experience sixteen of our luckiest language students have just 
had.  In January these students returned exhausted, but exhilarated and 
enlightened, from a two week study tour in La Belle France.  
 
Our tour, called Bijoux de France, lived up to its name “Jewels of France”. 
 

The gems we discovered were multi-faceted and varied in size.  Little ones, like seeing the Eiffel 
Tower lights come on at dusk and then sparkle like diamonds for 10 minutes every hour, to the 
bigger gems such as learning to “ride” the Metro system in Paris or lessons conducted entirely in 
French (not a word of English was allowed!) in Montpellier, South France. 
 
You may have already read in recent newsletters some of the students’ accounts of their particular 
highlights.  Each person came onto the tour with different knowledge and expectations.  Some of 
our travellers, both young and old(er), had never been overseas or at least not that far away from 
home before.  It was a real challenge at the same time, beginning with a 20 hour flight!  Thankfully 
Singapore Airlines has excellent in-flight entertainment, which kept everyone busy the entire flight, 
once the initial excitement had subsided. 
 
From summer in Sydney, we arrived at the Charles-de-Gaulle airport and escorted us in the coach 
for our half-hour trip into Paris.  Here we were greeted by the sun peeping out from behind the 
Eiffel Tower.  A beautiful clear, sunny day – perfect start!  And no-one was tired despite the long 
haul. 
 
That was just the beginning of a fantastic trip.  I will continue these reports in future newsletters 
with lots more interesting stories to tell. 
 
But for now I would like to thank Mr J Birrell for his invaluable help in organising the tour and the 
ever-helpful staff who accompanied us; Mrs N Wawrzyniak, Mr N Newton, Mrs V Leghorn and Ms 
C Greer.  Also Mrs E Palmes and Ms A Horsfall and a huge MERCI to 
our wonderful MFHS students, who did us proud.  They had fun and 
their behaviour was exemplary at all times. 
 
So, á bientót – and start saving for the next tour in 2014! 
 
Mrs Ulla Hietamaki  
Tour Coordinator    (to be continued…..) 

 

Model Farms Reunion 
  
If you were at Model Farms at any time between 1977 and 1982, a reunion is being organised by 
some past students. 
  
The event is being coordinated by Nick Peters (currently a teacher at Crestwood Primary School).  
The evening will be held on 29th September at Parramatta RSL 
  
If you are interest RSVP to Nick Peters on 0449802518. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS... 
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SPORT BUS PASSES CAN NOT BE PURCHASED ON WEDNESDAYS 
 

Sports Bus 
052-001 

Please indicate preferred pass: 
 

 A 5 trip pass for $37.50  No. of passes ______ Total $________ 
 

 A 10 trip pass for $75.00  No. of passes  ______ Total  $________ 
 

 

Name of Student/s _______________________________________Year/s____________ 
 

Payment by: CASH    CHEQUE 

 

PAYMENT BY MASTERCARD OR VISA SLIP 
Please circle the appropriate card 
 

 Please debit my Mastercard / Visa Account No:                /               /              /               
                                                                                                                                                           4 digits          4 digits        4 digits          4 digits 

 

Amount in figures _____________________________  
Expiry Date: _______________    CCV: ___________ 
 
Name of Credit Card Holder (as shown on card) _______________________________ 
 

Signature of Credit Card Holder: ____________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

MFHS SCHOOL COUNCIL NOMINATION FORM 

Nomination for MFHS School Council Parent representative 2012 

Nominee 

Name of Nominee: ________________________________________________ 

Name of student at MFHS: __________________________ School Year: _____ 

 

Nominator 

Name of person making nomination: __________________________________ 

 

Seconder for Nomination 

Name of Seconder for Nomination: ___________________________________Acceptance 

of Nomination: _________________________________________ 
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The office may need to contact you urgently please complete the form below and 
detach from newsletter and return to the front office. 

 

CHANGE OF CONTACT INFORMATION 
MODEL FARMS HIGH SCHOOL 

 

Name of Student: ____________________________________  Year ___________  

New Address: ________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________  Postcode: ______  

Correspondence: ______________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________  Postcode: ______  

Email Address: _______________________________________________________  

New Home Phone No. __________________________________________________  

Mother Mobile: ________________________________________________________  

Mother Work: _________________________________________________________  

Father Mobile: ________________________________________________________  

Father Work __________________________________________________________  

Emergency Contact if changed: _________________________________________  

Phone No. ____________________________________________  

Any change in Medical Condition e.g. Allergy, Asthma etc.  

Details _______________________________________________________________  

Bus Pass:   YES / NO 
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